ORDER  OF  CHRISTIAN  INITIATION  OF  ADULTS

9 Month 

Schedule for 2004-2005
· Please Note: Those coming to the Faith who have not been baptized (catechumens) should have at least one year of preparation (RCIA App. III. n.6) (See the 18 month RCIA Schedule).

· The following teachings are based on a systematic catechesis of the Gospel and the Deposit of Faith. According to the needs of the RCIA group, these sessions may be slightly shortened or lengthened to emphasis a specific aspect of the Faith (e.g. Marriage, The Ten Commandments –can be lengthened to two sessions).

September

Tuesday, September 7th

Welcome!  Opening Night – Orientation and Prayer Service







What is the Meaning of My Life

Tuesday, September 14th 

“Who is God and what does He want?”




(Feast of The Holy Cross)

 The Existence of God 

Tuesday, September 21st 

The Blessed Trinity

(St. Matthew)

Tuesday, September 28th  

Creation & The Fall

October
Tuesday, October 5th  


Salvation in Christ:  “Saved and Set Free”








The Story of Salvation History

Tuesday, October 12th  

Divine Revelation






God’s Word to us – Scripture and Tradition

Tuesday, October 19th 

Faith  “Lord, I believe”  





Conversion  – What is conversion and what does it involve? 

“Repent and Believe the Good News”

Tuesday, October 26th   

The Moral Life – 






How then shall I live? The Ten Commandments
November
Saturday, November 1st

Solemnity of the All Saints  

Tuesday, November 2nd 

Prayer, Conversation with God


(All Souls)



The Person of Jesus and dialogue with Him






Scriptural Prayer- Lectio Divina 

Tuesday, November 9th  

The Person of Jesus






His Public Ministry – His Life, Teaching and Miracles

Tuesday, November 16th  

Redemption: The Paschal Mystery, Salvation, and Justification

Tuesday, November 23rd 

The Holy Spirit and Grace






“He will lead you into all truth”

Thursday, November 25th

Thanksgiving

Tuesday, November 30th  

The Four Last Things

(St. Andrew)



Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell






The Communion of Saints






Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

December


Saturday, December 4th 

Retreat for Rite of Acceptance/Welcoming

10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.


1) The Beatitudes – Jesus’ Conversion Call 






Importance of forgiveness, what Jesus expects in Christian life


 




2) Jesus’ Social Message  






2 hours of serving those in need in the community 

Sunday, December 5th

Rites of Acceptance and Welcoming


Tuesday, December 7th 

Prophecies concerning the Messiah:  Isaiah, Jeremiah

(St. Ambrose)



The Incarnation “God becomes one of us”






“Jesus is True God and True Man”







Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Tuesday, December 14th  

Christ’s relationship with Mary, His Mother

(St. John of the Cross)


Four dogmas and Spiritual Motherhood






Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Tuesday, December 21st  
The Church: The Kingdom of God on earth


Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Tuesday, December 28th 
No Session – Christmas/New Year Break
(Feast of the Holy Innocents)
January

Tuesday, January 4th
Liturgy of the Church



“The Acceptable Worship of God”






The Liturgical Year






Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Tuesday, January 11th 
 
Grace & The Sacrament of Baptism


The Waters of Life – Living a Life of Faith, Hope, Charity
What is Sanctifying Grace?

            



“Drinking from the Well of Salvation”






Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Tuesday, January 18th 

The Sacrament of Confirmation


“Sealed in the Holy Spirit



Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Tuesday, January 25th 

The Holy Eucharist 

(Conversion of St. Paul)
Bread of Life 


Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade               

February

Tuesday, February 1st  

The Holy Eucharist 






Holy Sacrifice 






Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Tuesday, February 8th 

The Sacrament of Marriage






Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Wednesday, February 9th 

Ash Wednesday

Saturday, February 12th

Retreat for Rite of Election

10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.              
1.   The Authority of Peter and the Apostolic Church


2.   Themes of Purification & Enlightenment






      Explain Rite of Sending/Rite of Election

Sunday, February 13th 

Rite of Sending (At Parish) and Rite of Election (Cathedral)






St. Joseph the Worker Cathedral, La Crosse

Tuesday, February 15th 

 The Sacrament of Holy Orders






In the Person of Christ







Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Tuesday, February 22nd  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation

(Chair of St. Peter)


The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick






Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

March

Tuesday, March 1st   
Introduction to Types of Prayer            

Catechism of the Catholic Church #2598 - 2649
 

             
Preparation for First Confession for Candidates


Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

 Tuesday, March 8th
Traditions of Prayer and Adoration


 
Stages of Prayer, spiritual ascent of prayer


Catechism of the Catholic Church #2650 - 2724






Meditate upon two of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary

Tuesday, March 15th 
The Battle of Prayer


Catechism of the Catholic Church #2725 – 2758


Meditate upon two of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary

Tuesday, March 22nd  

Tuesday of Holy Week


Explain Holy Week – Paschal Mystery/Tridium


Stations of the Cross

Holy Thursday, March 24th 
Holy Thursday Mass (RCIA encouraged to sit together for Tridium)
Good Friday, March 25th 

Good Friday Services       

Saturday, March 26th  

Retreat – Preparation Rites






Preparation for Baptism






Preparation for First Communion/Confirmation






Easter Vigil  -  8 p.m.

Sunday, March 27th
Easter

Tuesday, March 29th  


Testimonies and Party

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in Thanksgiving
April

Tuesday, April 5th  
Lectionary based Catechesis – Preparation for Sunday Readings





Jesus gives the Apostles the ministry of Reconciliation

Resurrection Appearances of Jesus (15 min)

Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Tuesday, April 19th  


Lectionary based Catechesis – Preparation for the Sunday Readings
Sacramental/Devotional Life (15min)






Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Tuesday, April 26th  
Lectionary based Catechesis – Preparation for the Sunday Readings 

Parish Life/Stewardship/Works of Mercy (15min)






Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

May

Tuesday, May  3rd  


Lectionary based Catechesis – Preparation for the Sunday Readings
Overview of Church Universal – Religious Orders; Movements; Eastern Rites; Evangelization; Ecumensim (15min)


Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade

Tuesday, May 10th 
Lectionary based Catechesis – Preparation for the Sunday Readings Becoming a Saint – Universal Call to Holiness






The Catholic Worldview (15min)






Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary – 1 decade






Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in preparation for Pentecost.

Sunday, May 15th 


Pentecost




See Below for Suggestions during the Neophyte Year

Neophyte Year – Suggestions for the Neophyte year following Pentecost 

(End of Period IV -Mystagogy)

1) Lectionary-Based Bible Study
This Bible Study is online. Click on www.dioceseoflacrosse.com. - Catechesis/Evangelization/RCIA/Mystagogy-Neophyte. The Bible Study helps participants prepare for the Readings of the coming Sunday. The session includes the following:

· A Liturgy of the Word.

· A period of reflection in which the facilitator explains the context of the Readings and clarifies major terms (Commenatry Provided).

· Reflection on the Readings, followed by a period of discussion.

2) Faith-Alive Catechism Study

This Catechism Study Plan, developed by Christopher Ruff, S.T.L., Director of the Office of Ministries aims at growth in both prayer and knowledge of the Faith through the study of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. The teaching approach follows the small group/discussion model. Pillar I of the Catechism – the Creed is divided into 16 sessions. Each session includes:

· A facilitator and participant copy.

· Vocabulary words with definitions.

· Questions for discussion, with answers for facilitators.

· Diskette, available from the Office of Catechesis and Evangelization ($15).

3) Bible Timeline

This is the same program as the Great Adventure Bible Study by Jeff Cavins. It is an 8 session course which grounds participants in the “Big Picture” of Salvation History. It includes:

· An overview of Sacred Scripture (Old & New Testament).

· Video Clips on the major people and events.

· Discussion questions for each session.

· Easy to follow fill-in Bible Timeline Chart.

· Instructions on diskette – available from the Office of Catechesis.
4) Taking a Stand – Chastity Education
Based on the document the Truth and Meaning of Human Sexuality, Tom Curran and Mary Beth Bonacci provide 9 programs on Video in 3 -15min. segments. The facilitator’s guide with discussion questions comes with the Video Set. Topics include:

· Created by God - Male and Female.

· Love as the Foundation for Raising Chaste Children.

· The Family as the School of Love and the Domestic Church.

· Facing the Consequences of Sin.

· Receiving God’s Forgiveness and Strength.

· Discerning God’s Plan.

